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Dear Friends,

This year’s legislative session got off to a promising start, 
with our Democrat colleagues finally joining us to address 
concerns about rural access to family wells (also known as the 
Hirst situation). And when the 60-day session ended March 
8, on schedule, all three of state government’s budgets had 
been updated – one of the Legislature’s primary responsibili-
ties for the year. The updates include another major infusion 
of money for our public schools, and without new taxes being 
imposed on the people. 

These seem like good results on the surface – but as is often 
the case, the underlying details matter. We are very concerned 
by many things the Democrats did using their new power as 
the Legislature’s majority party, from pushing a huge new tax 
on energy and starving the state’s rainy-day fund to threaten-
ing the popular Running Start programs for high-school stu-
dents and denying meaningful tax relief to property owners 
and manufacturers despite a windfall of tax revenue. 

This report offers more detail about some of the major deci-
sions made at the Capitol this year. If you have questions or 
concerns to share with us, please call, send an e-mail or write 
a letter, using the contact information and our legislative 
website addresses on this page. 

We are always glad to hear from you, and with the 2018 ses-
sion having concluded, we also hope to see you in the months 
ahead during our visits to the many communities that make 
up the 9th District.

Sincerely,

Senator 
MARK SCHOESLER 

Representative 
JOE SCHMICK

Representative 
MARY DYE
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CONTACT YOUR 
9TH DISTRICT 

LEGISLATIVE TEAM

Serving Adams, Asotin, Garfield and Whitman counties, and north Franklin and south Spokane counties

Legislative Hotline: 
1-800-562-6000

Rep. Joe Schmick
426B Legislative Building 
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7844

joe.schmick@leg.wa.gov

Rep. Schmick’s legislative homepage:
representativejoeschmick.com

Vice Chair, House Republican Caucus
Committees: Health Care & Wellness (Ranking 
Republican), Agriculture & Natural Resources, 
Appropriations

Rep. Mary Dye
432 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600
Olympia, WA 98504-0600
(360) 786-7942

mary.dye@leg.wa.gov

Rep. Dye’s legislative homepage:
representativemarydye.com

Committees: Appropriations, Capital Budget, 
Environment 

Sen. Mark Schoesler
314 Legislative Building
P.O. Box 40409
Olympia, WA 98504-0409
(360) 786-7620

mark.schoesler@leg.wa.gov

Sen. Schoesler’s legislative homepage:
senatormarkschoesler.org

Senate Republican Leader 
Committees: Ways & Means, Rules

Mark Schoesler 
State Senator

Mary Dye
State Representative

Joe Schmick
State Representative
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Last year we agreed on a new two-year budget to 
pay for state government’s day-to-day operations, 
which include public schools. One of our primary 
tasks this session was to reopen that budget and make 
adjustments, through a supplemental budget, in 
response to changing needs and priorities.

The supplemental budget was approved on the 2018 
session’s final day. While it means even more money for 
our public schools, without tax increases, the budget 
was pushed through without the bipartisan approach 
we’d seen over the past five years, at the expense of 
common sense and moderation.

With a few weeks left in this session, the legislators 
drafting the supplemental budget received welcome 

news: state government’s revenue collections were 
running $2.3 billion ahead of projections. That meant 
it was far from being a “rainy day” at the Capitol, but 
with just two days left in our session, Democrat leaders 
claimed they couldn’t make ends meet without a 
backhanded raid of the state’s “rainy-day fund.” 

To enable more spending they blocked a $700 million 
deposit to the rainy-day fund, which to us is as bad as an 
actual raid. It also went against advice from State Treasur-
er Duane Davidson, who thinks it could harm our state’s 
credit rating in a way that comes back on taxpayers.

Although some Republican school-safety proposals 
are included in the supplemental budget, we still 
couldn’t support it – not after the majority insisted 
(for example) that taxpayers shell out $600,000 for a 
task force to study the “future of work” and $480,000 
toward a proposed state bank (an idea that was already 
found to be full of holes).

Here in the 9th District, families know that when 
times are good it’s a wise idea to set more aside, to 
help later on when times aren’t so good. Although 
Republicans suggested plenty of ways to reprioritize 
and reduce the spending within the supplemental 
budget, the plan that went to the governor for 
his approval was purely partisan. That was a 
disappointing change.

Budget outcome disappointing despite support for schools, no new taxes

The Supreme Court ruling in what was known 
as the Hirst case was handed down in late 2016. 
It overturned the long-standing approach used by 
counties to permit the drilling of a household well 
on land where a connection to a city or community 
water system isn’t available. 

The Hirst decision pretty much stopped rural 
landowners from developing their property. It also 
affected real-estate transactions, the homebuilding 
industry, local lending institutions, and local 
governments that collect revenue when homes are 
built.

Our 2017 session ended without a solution because 
special interests outside the Legislature wanted an 
unprecedented level of authority over access to water. 

Democrat leaders in Olympia also didn’t seem to 
care that Hirst was causing unnecessary trouble and 
heartache in rural areas. 

Early this year, a bipartisan compromise was 
reached. While no side got everything, it was a 
breakthrough for rural Washington. Landowners 
again have a path toward putting in a household well 
and making more use of their property.

The Hirst remedy does not change regulations 
about water for commercial or stock-water purposes. 
We made sure it focused on domestic use and does 
not restrict the withdrawal of groundwater for other 
exempt uses. Rural landowners seeking specifics 
about the new approach should contact their local 
building department.

A remedy for Hirst ruling on rural water access
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The second bill sent to the governor this year was 
the new two-year capital budget. Because it contained 
money related to water infrastructure, the budget was 
held up by the delay in agreeing on the solution to the 
Hirst water-access situation.

We’re glad to report the budget makes very good invest-
ments in the 9th District, especially in our state parks. 

Broadly, the $4.2 billion worth of investments is 
geared toward education and helping people with 
mental illness. The level of support for building, 
renovating or modernizing K-12 facilities is historic, 
at more than $1 billion. Also, there’s $860 million 
for higher-education facilities, split between the 
community and technical college system and the public 
four-year institutions.

Mental-health needs, another Republican priority, 
will receive $132 million, divided between community 
behavioral health projects and state hospital 
projects (approximately $90 million and $42 million 
respectively).

Here are highlights from the 9th District investments:
• WSU Plant Sciences Building – $52,000,000
• WSU Global Animal Health Building – $23,000,000 
• WSU preservation work – $28,975,000 
• Coyote Ridge security electronics network renovation 

– $6,000,000
• Othello water supply and storage – $1,550,000
• Adams County industrial wastewater/treatment 

center (Othello) – $1,250,000 
• Fields Spring State Park repairs and improvements 

– $1,109,000 
• Othello Regional Water Project (Othello) – $1,000,000 
• WSU - STEM Teaching Labs – $1,000,000 
• Steptoe Butte State Park road improvements 

– $443,000
• Community Health Association of Spokane 

(Clarkston) – $391,000
• Port of Garfield Central Ferry boat launch – $220,000
• Palouse Falls State Park day use area renovation 

– $209,000 
• Gladish Community and Cultural Center restoration 

(Pullman) – $131,000 
• The Old Hotel Art Gallery (Othello) renovation and 

upgrades – $56,000
• German American Bank Building (Ritzville) 

restoration – $45,000

Late in the session, we also agreed on a supplement 
to the capital budget – which added more worthwhile 
projects to the 9th District list – and a supplemental 
transportation budget.

The additional 9th District capital 
appropriations are:
• Lyons Ferry State Park 

campground design and 
permitting – $400,000

• Fields Spring State Park – repairs 
and upgrades – another $58,000

• Steptoe Butte State Park road 
improvements – another $23,000

• Palouse Falls State Park day use 
area renovation – another $11,000

• Pioneer Park (Connell) pool house emergency repair 
– $25,000

• Match for federal Regional Conservation Partnership 
Program funding – $2 million

Capital budget makes solid investments in 9th District

Standing in support of the 
Snake River dams

We’re glad that Republicans in our 
Congressional delegation are working to shield 
the four federal dams on the lower Snake River 
from another campaign that falsely blames the 
dams for concerns about wild salmon survival. 
In 2017, a majority in the state Senate (then led 
by Republicans) approved a formal message to 
Congress in support of the dams, all of which lie 
within the 9th District. House Democrat leaders 
refused to allow a vote, however, so the message 
wasn’t sent.

Unfortunately, it’s easier for environmental 
extremists to spread misinformation about the 
dams and find a radical federal judge to take their 
side than it is to go after the predators in the 
lower Columbia River (seals, sea lions and Caspian 
terns) that feast on young salmon. We hope the 
conservatives in charge in Washington, D.C. will 
respond by affirming the many benefits the Snake 
River dams offer to our region.
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The education-funding reforms we approved in 2017, 
in line with the Supreme Court’s McCleary decision, 
were a once-in-a-generation accomplishment. But they 
were also a compromise, because Democrats insisted 
on 2018 being a “bridge” year, to give school districts 
time to adapt to the new approach. 

The result is that the state school 
levy ramped up this year, which brings 
the school-funding system back into 
line with the state Constitution, while 
local tax levies for basic education have 
yet to ramp down. 

This overlap caused a 2018-only spike 
in property taxes across Washington 
(to be fair, local voter-approved levies 
and changes in property valuations also 
contribute to larger tax statements). 
Next year, when local levies are capped, 

most property owners in the state will see their school-
related taxes drop below 2017’s rates.

When the education-funding reforms were approved 
last year, we had no way of knowing that within 
nine months, state revenues would be running 

an estimated $2.3 billion ahead of 
projections. But the unexpected 
increase gave Republicans an 
opportunity to offer a full rollback 
of the one-year tax spike – dollar for 
dollar, without harming the rainy-day 
fund. Our Democrat colleagues said no 
and instead approved only partial relief 
(30 cents on the dollar) that won’t 
take effect until 2019, when most folks 
will see a drop in their taxes anyway. 
It’s too little, too late – and with a hit 
to the rainy-day fund as well.

K-12 education and property taxes

Our ability to defend against bad legislation was more 
important this year. There were no better examples 
than two major tax proposals that ultimately failed.

With Democrats controlling the state Senate as well 
as the House for the first time since 2011, the governor 
apparently thought this was the year for “carbon pric-
ing” (as he calls it). In reality, his proposal was a regres-
sive tax on energy, from motor fuel to the energy that 
lights and heats and cools our homes and businesses.

Our Democrat colleagues moved the energy tax (Sen-
ate Bill 6203) through two committees but backed 
away from a full vote. That’s probably because Repub-
licans were ready to expose its many flaws, such as an 
immediate hike of 10 to 12 cents on a gallon of gas 
without any road improvements in exchange (the cost 
would increase yearly until it’s up 30 cents per gallon). 

The governor does a lot of talking globally about 
reducing carbon emissions, yet he has now struck out 
twice – 2015, and this year – on getting Democrats in 
his own state to support him.

Meanwhile, majority Democrats in the House went 
farther than ever toward imposing Washington’s first 
state tax on personal income.

This time the capital-gains income tax was promoted, 
amazingly, as a way to improve tax fairness, and it actu-
ally cleared one committee – but as we’ve seen before, 
the full House was not allowed to vote on it.

It’s hard to believe the energy tax and capital-gains 
income tax remained on the table even though revenue 
collections are coming in higher than expected, and the 
state treasury has a record amount of money in reserve.

The tax change we wanted this year would have es-
tablished a single business-and-occupation tax rate 
for Washington manufacturers. It would have reduced 
the tax on non-aerospace manufacturers, in phases, to 
match the lower tax on aerospace manufacturing. The 
same approach received strong bipartisan support in 
2017 but was vetoed by the governor. 

Manufacturing is the only sector in Washington to 
see job losses in the 21st century, with 47,200 of the 
lost jobs being outside the aerospace sector. We know 
of several 9th District manufacturers who would ap-
preciate a uniform tax rate and deserve it as much as 
aerospace does. Unfortunately, the supplemental bud-
get failed to support this tax fairness – another reason 
we didn’t vote for it.

No new energy tax or income tax – but also no help for manufacturers
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Major headway made for rural 

broadband infrastructure
Rural Washington has been waiting for the 

opportunity to have access to one of the world’s 
most essential services. Tremendous effort has been 
put forward to find a creative solution to bring 
broadband infrastructure to the underserved areas 
across the state. 

The new law created by House Bill 2664 (Rep. 
Dye’s bipartisan measure, passed unanimously) 
removes the definition of “rural” from current 
statute giving all ports the authority to construct 
fiber networks. 

 All ports throughout the state can now build 
open access networks that are affordable for any 
number of telecoms or internet service providers to 
operate in underserved towns and neighborhoods. 
By giving multiple providers an affordable option, 
and having the ports absorb the initial cost of 
investment, more people will have access to the 
global digital economy. The governor signed the bill 
and now it’s time to roll up our sleeves and complete 
the last mile of fiber.

Election-year restrictions
We want you to know what is happening in 

Olympia, and how it affects you.  However, because 
all positions in the House are on the ballot later 
this year, state law (created by Initiative 134, in 
1992) limits what and when we can mail to you. 
After this newsletter, the soonest we can mail 
another is just before the 2019 session. 

The law does permit us to respond to your direct 
requests for information, and we encourage you 
to write or call whenever you have a question or a 
comment to share on legislation or other matters.

Need a guest speaker?
If you belong to a club, civic group or 

community-service organization and would like 
a guest speaker at your next meeting or event, 
please contact our offices to arrange a convenient 
date. We’re happy to report on the issues we dealt 
with during the 2018 session, or we can tailor our 
remarks to address particular areas of interest or 
concern. 

Proposals to increase school safety 
receive mixed reaction

School safety isn’t just a big-city issue, as the death 
of Freeman High School sophomore Sam Strahan 
sadly proved this past fall. This year we helped to 
pass a Republican budget amendment that will add 
$722,000 for school-safety grants. Another successful 
Republican amendment will look at judicial tools (such 
as protection orders) and rapid-response strategies for 
heading off such shootings. The focus will be on the 
obvious connection between mental health and these 
senseless tragedies.

It was frustrating when our House Democrat 
colleagues blocked a Republican bill (passed 
unanimously by the Senate) to strengthen 
communications between law enforcement and school 
officials in emergency situations. And Democrats in the 
Senate majority prevented a vote on other potentially 
sensible changes by needlessly including radical 
changes about firearm purchases.
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